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Ke: House Bill 1584, An Act relative to cemetery sethacks and septic systems
Diear Representative Patten:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HE 1584, a bill to assure that the locations of
bnown burial sites of cemeteries are included on septic system plans submitted to the Department of
Environmental Services (DES) for review and approval. DES supports this legislation and suggess a
minor amendment to make the proposed language more ¢clear,

DES supports clearer requirements 10 ensure that s=ptic system installations performed respect the
|ncation of known burizl sites and cemeteries, and maintun reasonable buffers to those burial sites and
cemeteries out of respect for deceased individuals and o assure continped access of families and friends to
those sites,

DES sugpests the following minor changes to the proposed language:

_=The rules shall specify when and where the plans and specifications are [ he subnmtted, what
details, data and information are to be comtained in the plans and specifications, including the
location of known burial sites or cemeteries within or adjacent to the property on which the
praposed sewage or waste disposal system is to be Jocated, what tests are to be Teguired, what
standards, guidelines, procedures, and criteria are (o he applicd and followed in constructing any
sewage or waste disposal system, and other related matters,”. .

We belive that this proposed language more clearly brings the ssue of the location of known
hurial sites and cemeteries to the attention of septic system designers and property Qwnets early in the
planning process 10 ensure that this issue i fully evaluated and addressed,

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment in suppart of this important legislation.
Tf you have any guestions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to call William Evans al
271-2304 or me at 271-3445.
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